Declaration of Fayith
I. Of the scrpptures

e believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and is
a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has CGod fer its author, sal-
vatlion for its end, and truth without any mixture of error for its matter; that
it reveals the principles by which God will judge us; and therefore is, and shall
remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian unien, and the supreme
standard by which all human cenduct, creeds and opinions shall be tried.

II. Of the True God

"e believe that there is one, and only one living and true God, an infinite,
intelligent Spirit, whose name is JEHOVAH, the liaker and Suprewe Ruler of heaven
and earth; inexpressibly glorious in holiness, and worthy of all possidble henor,
confidence, and love; that in the unity of the Godhead there are three persens,
the Father, the Son, and the Hply Ghosti equal in every divine perfection, and
executing distinct but harmonieus offices in the great work of redemption.

ITI. Of the Fall of Men

"ile believe thot man was created in holiness, under the law of his lMaker; but
by veluntary transgression fell from the heoly and happy state; in consequence of
which all mankind are now sinners, not by constraint but choice; being by mature
utterly veld of that holiness required by the law of God, pesitively inclined teo
evily and therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin, vithout defence or
excuse.

IV. Of the Way of Salvation

"fe believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace; through the
mediatorial offices of the Sen of God; whe by the avpointment of the father,
freely took upen him our nature, yet without sinj; honored the divine law by
his personal obedience, and by his death made a full atonement for our sins;
that having risen from the dead, he is now enthroned in heaven; and uniting in
his wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with divine perfections, he is
in every way quelified to be a suitable, a compassionate, and an all-sufficient
Saviour.

V. Of Justification

e believe thet the great gospel blessing which Christ secrres to such as
believe in him is justification; that justification included the pardon of sin,
and the promise of eternal life on principles of righteousness; that it is
bestowed, not in consideration of any works of righteousness which we have done,
but solely through faith in the Redeemer's blood; by virtue of which faith his
perfect righteousness is freely imputed to us of God; that it brings us into a
state of most blessed peace and faver with Ged, and secures every other blessing
needful for time and eternity.

VI. Of the Freeness of Salvatien

"je believe that the blessings of salvabion are made free to all by the
gospel; that it is the immediate duty ofall to accept them by a cordial, peni-
vent, and obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the salvation of the
createst sinner on earth, but his own inherent depravity asnd veluntary reject-
ion of the gospel; which rejection invelves him in an aggravated condemnation.



VIL. Of Grace in Regeneration

Mfe believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be regenerated, or beorn
again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy dispesition to the mind; that
t is effected in a manner above our comprehension by the power of the Holy
Spirit, in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience
to the gospel; and that iss proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of
repentance, and faith, and newness of life.

VITI. Of Hepentaence and ¥sith

e believe that repentance and faith are sacred duties, and also inseparable
graces, wrought in our souls by the rogenerating Spirit of God; whersby being
deeply convinced of our guilt, danger, and helplessness, and of the way of sal-
vation by Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned contrition, confesgion, and
supplication for mercy; atk the same time heartlly receiving the Lord Jesus Christ
as our Prophet, Priest, and King, and relying upon him alone as the only and
all-sufficient Saviour.

T¥X. Cf God's Purpose of (race

"fe believe that election is the eternal purpose of CGod, according te which
he gracieusly regenerates, sanctifies, and saves sinners; that being perfectly
consistent w th the free agency of man, it comprehends all the means in con-
nection vwith the end; that it is a mest glorious displey of Cod's sovereign
goodness, being infinitely free, wise, holy, ard unchargeable; that it utterly
excludes beasting, and prometes humility, love, prayer, oraise, trust in Ged,
and active imitation of his free mercy; that it enceourages the use of means in
the highest degree; that 1t mey be ascertzined by its effect in all whe truly
believe the gospel; that it is the foundation of Christian assurance; and te
ascertain 1t with regard to ourselves demands and deserves the utmost diligence.

X+ Of Sanctificstion

Wie believe that sanctificatien is the process by which, according to the
will of CGod, we are made partakers of his holiness; that it 1s a progressive
work; that it i1s begun in pegeneration; and that it is carried on in the hearts
of believers by the presence and power of the oly ®pirit, the Sedaler, and
Comforter, in the continuel use of the appointed means---especially, the Word
of God, self-examination, self-deniel, watchfullness, and prayer.

T. Y7 the Perseverance of Ssints

Mie believe that such only are real believers as endure to the end; tha
their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark which distinguished
them from supe ficial professors; that a special providence watches over their
welfare, and that they are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.

XIT. Of the Harmony of the Law and the Gospel

e believe thit the law of God is the eternal and unchangeable rule of morel
government; that it is hidy, just, and good; and thet the inability which the
Scriptures ascribe to fallen men to fulfil its precepts, arises éntirely from
their love of sins to deliver them frem which, and tc restore them through a
Hediator to unfeigned obedience to the holy law, 1s one great end of the gospel,
and of the means of grace connected with the establishment of the ¥isible church.

XIII. Of a Gosvel Church




AITI. Of a Gospel “Shurch

"ije believe that a visible church of Christ is a congregation of baptized
believers, assoclated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gespel; ob-
serving the ordinances of Christ; Boverned by his laws; and exercising the gifts, rights
and privileges invested in them by his word; that its enly Scriptural eofficers are
bisheps or pastors and deacons, whose qualifications, claims, and duties are defined
in the Tpistles of Timothy and Titus.

AIV. Of Baptism and the Lord's Supper

e believe that Christlian baptism is the immersion in water of a believer,
into the neme of the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost: to show forth in a solemn
and beautiful emblem, our feith in the crucihfied, buried, and risen Sa¥iour, with
its effect, in cur death to sin and resurrection tc a new 1life; that it is pre-
requisite to the privileges of a church relation; and to the Lord's Sunper, in which
the members of the church by the sacred use of bread and wine, are to commemorate
together the dyinsz love of Christ; preceded always by solemn self-examinatien.

¥V. Of the Christian Sabbath

Mie believe that the £ irst day of the week is the Lord's Day, or Christian
Babbath; and is teo be kept sacred to religious purposes, by absteining from all
secular Ll&bor and sinful recreation, by the devout observance of all the means
of grace both private and public; and by preparation for that rest that remaineth
for the people of Tod.

¥VI. Of Civil Covernment

"Te believe that civil government is of divine appointment, for the interests
and good order of human soclety; and that magistrates are to be prayed for, con-
scientiously honored,; and obeyed, except only in things opposed tr the will of
our Lord Jesus Christ; who is the only Lord of the conscience and the Prince of
the kings ef the earth.

EVII. Of the Righteous and the Wicked

Mile believe that there is a radical and essential difference between the
righteous and the wicked; that such only as through faith are justified hn the
name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit of our Ged, are truly
righteous in his esteem; while all such as continue in impenitence and unbelief
are in his sight wicked, and under the cursej; and this distinction holds among men,
both in and after death.

XVIII. Of the World to Come

"fe believe that the end of this world is approaching; tha in the last day
Christ will descend from heaven, and raise the dead from the grave to final
retribution; that a solemn separation will then take placej; that th wicked will
be adjudged to endless punishment, and the righteous to endless joy; and that
this Judgment will fix forever the final state of men in heaven or hell, on
principles of righteousness.”




